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Appl. No. 10/719,849 
Amdt. Dated 09/17/04 
Reply to Office Action of 06/1 7/04 

Amendments to the Claim^ 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claim*- 

1 . (currently amended) A dead bolt reinforcing plate comprising: 
a central portion including a width extending across a framing stud disposed 
adjacent a doorframe, said central portion having a slot formed therein and for 
selectively receiving a dead bolt therethrough bo that same is able to pass through a 
door frame and partially pass through a framing stud, said central portion further 
including a centrally disposed longitudinal axis; 

a plurality of opposed sidewalls integral with said central portion and spaced 
equally apart from the axis, said plurality of sidewalls extending substantially parallel to 
the axis and along a length of said central portion, said plurality of sidewalls having a 
plurality of holes spaced therealong respectively, said plurality of sidewalls extending 
substantially perpendicularly from said central portion; and 

a plurality of fastening members removably insertable into said plurality of holes 
and for securing said plate to a framing stud adjacent a door frame!.] 
said central portion comonsino 

a female portion including an edge portion having a slot formed therein 
and extending substantially parallel to the axis , and 

a male portion including an edge portion selectively positionable within the 
slot of said female portion so that the width of said central portion can be 
adjusted to fit a variety of framing studs, the width of said central portion being 
adjustable in a direction substantially perpendicular to the axis, said male and 
female portions having SMPSfrntiaJly symmetrical shapes wherein said central 
portion slot is formed within said female portion, said edge portion slot being 
isolated from said central portion slot such that said central portion slot maintains 
a fixed shape when said male and female portions are slidably engaged. 
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2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 31, wherein said 
edge portion of said male portion is narrower than said edge portion of said female 
portion. 

4. (original) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 1 , wherein said slot of said 
central portion has a substantially rectangular shape. 

5. (original) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 1, wherein said central 
portion and said plurality of sidewalls form a substantially U-shape. 

6. (original) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
sidewalls extend outwardly and away from said central portion and a door frame. 

7. (currently amended) A dead bolt reinforcing plate comprising: 

a central portion including a width extending across a framing stud disposed 
adjacent a door frame, said central portion having a slot formed therein and for 
selectively receiving a dead bolt therethrough so that same is able to pass through a 
door frame and partially pass through a framing stud, said central portion further 
including a centrally disposed longitudinal axis, said central portion including 

a female portion including an edge portion having a slot formed therein 
and extending substantially parallel to the axis, and 

a male portion including an edge portion selectively posrtionable within the 
slot of said female portion so that the width of said central portion can be 
adjusted to fit a variety of framing studs, the width of said central portion being 
adjustable in a direction substantially perpendicular to the axis , said male and 
female portions having substantially symmetrical shapes wherein said central 
portion slot is formed within said female portion, said edge portion slot being 
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isolated from said central portion 8 |ot such that sai d central portion slot maintains 
a fixed shape when said male and female portions are sjjdabjy. engaged : 
a plurality of opposed sidewalls integral with said central portion and spaced 
equally apart from the axis, said plurality of sidewalls extending substantially parallel to 
the axis and along a length of said central portion, said plurality of sidewalls having a 
plurality of holes spaced therealong respectively, said plurality of sidewalls extending 
substantially perpendicularly from said central portion; and 

a plurality of fastening members removably insertable into said plurality of holes 
and for securing said plate to a framing stud adjacent a doorframe. 

8. (original) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 7, wherein said edge portion 
of said mate portion is narrower than said edge portion of said female portion. 

9. (original) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 7, wherein said slot of said 
central portion has a substantially rectangular shape. 

10. (original) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 7, wherein said central 
portion and said plurality of sidewalls form a substantially U-shape. 

1 1 (original) The dead bolt reinforcing plate of claim 7. wherein said plurality of 
sidewalls extend outwardly and away from said central portion and a doorframe. 

12. (currently amended) A dead bolt reinforcing plate comprising: 
a central portion including a width extending across a framing stud disposed 
adjacent a door frame, said central portion having a slot formed therein and for 
selectively receiving a dead bolt therethrough so that same is able to pass through a 
door frame and partially pass through a framing stud, said central portion further 
including a centrally disposed longitudinal axis, said central portion including 

a female portion including an edge portion having a slot formed therein 
and extending substantially parallel to the axis, and 
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a male portion including an edge portion selectively positionable within the 

slot of said female portion so that the width of said central portion can be 

adjusted to fit a variety of framing studs, the width of said central portion being 

adjustable in a direction substantially perpendicular to the axis , said male and 

female portions having substantially symmetri c al shapes wherein said central 

portion slot is formed within said female po rt ion, said edae portion slot heing 

isolated from said central portion slot such that said central portion slot maintains 

a fixed shape when said male and fe male portions are sjjdably engaged ; 

a plurality of opposed sidewalls integral with said central portion and spaced 

equally apart from the axis, said plurality of sidewalls extending substantially parallel to 

the axis and along a length of said central portion, said plurality of sidewalls having a 

plurality of holes spaced therealong respectively, said plurality of sidewalls extending 

substantially perpendicularly from said central portion, said plurality of sidewalls 

extending outwardly and away from said central portion and a door frame; and 

a plurality of fastening members removably insertable into said plurality of holes 

and for securing said plate to a framing stud adjacent a door frame. 
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